Why I ride… and why I needed RawHyde Adventure Camp to ride even better (
I am riding motorcycles for more than 20 years now. Most of the time I actually didn’t own one but I managed to rent them and did a couple of tours every year (in Austria, Italy, Germany…). This pattern intensified when I came to the United States in 2000 (I am originally from Austria/Europe). I wanted to get to know this country and it’s people and the recommendation of an old American friend stuck in my mind: “…if you want to get to know the spirit of this country don’t search for it in the big cities, go out in the countryside…”. And that is what I did and the means I chose was riding a motorcycle and always riding on my own…
However in order to share the experiences I made and insights I got (in this country and life in general) I started to write short stories about my trips. One of these stories, “The Wild Wild West Run” from July 2002, you will find below. In particular with this ride I tried to explain to my then work colleagues (and mostly non-riders) why I ride?!
My participation in the “Intro to Adventure training” (June 2006) of Jim Hyde also goes back to this discovery rides through the US. More than once did I hit the end of the pavement and I always shied away because I didn’t feel comfortable riding off road. Then one particular incident motivated me to sign up for adventure camp: On one of the rides I had to take a detour through sand because of a closed road. It was awful. I fell multiple times and I felt so bad about my riding skills (note: I thought about myself as an excellent rider – I virtually grew up with motorcycles and I ride since more then 20 years now!). 
The “Intro to Adventure” not only reestablished my self esteem and confidence in my riding skills – it also equipment me, in an unbelievable short period of time, with a great toolkit and strategies about how to cope with all sorts of off-road situations. No matter if you are a beginner or advanced off-road rider you will not regret taking place in this great training. Additionally you will find that the training is taking place in a great location, with great infrastructure and run by a team that has thought about every detail to make this a uniquely memorable experience for you (my appreciation of the outstanding cuisine resulted in my camp nickname: The Cookie Monster ().
I think that I made it clear by now that I loved the “Adventure Camp” experience. But I think I did not make it clear what it actually meant to me seeing these broken clutch levers lying in the sand as I made my first round through “the arena” at Adventure Camp… but this is another story that will follow soon (
